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Maui Tomorrow Online
www.maui-tomorrow.org

Our website features

updates on our activities,

an interactive discussion

forum, with news articles
archived regularly, links

to other useful resources,

and more. We also main-

tain an e-mail list to which

we send periodic updates,

relevant news articles,

hearing notices, and other
related information. If you

would like to be on the list,

please send a note to:

aina@maui-tomorrow.org

If you would like to receive
the Maui Tomorrow news-
letter via e-mail instead
of U.S. Mail, please send
an e-mail message to:
aina@maui-tomorrow.org

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Thanks to all of you Maui Tomorrow supporters who
attended The Sierra Club’s 25th Anniversary Silver
Moon Gala. Mahalo to the 50 volunteers who worked
together to create a fun and successful event. MT re-
ceived half of the funds, nearly $5,000, raised at the
silent auction. We now have the challenge of raising the
additional funds needed to continue our educational
mission—to protect Maui’s irreplaceable natural re-
sources through sustainable planning choices.

At the Gala, some of our island heros were honored
for their efforts in preserving Maui’s environment. The
accomplishments of Mary Evanson,
Lorna Harrison, Dana & Isaac Hall
and Maui Tomorrow founders Anthony
Ranken and Rick Sands all serve to
remind us that, by working effectively
together, our visions can become realities.

A vision of Maui’s future that inte-
grates economic opportunity and envi-
ronmental protection will be essential for
the days ahead. In uncertain economic
times, pressures are strong to make plan-
ning decisions based only on short term
gain. Maui Tomorrow volunteers face the challenge of
presenting Maui’s decision makers with clear and prac-
tical choices on important issues. Responsible water
resource management. Transitions to renewable energy.
Alternative transportation planning. Protection of open
space. Sensible alternatives to proposed South Maui
mega sprawl developments. Maui Tomorrow will advo-
cate in all these areas for a sustainable future, but we
need your help.

Please use the enclosed envelope to make your tax
deductible donation. If you would like to target your
donation towards matchings funds needed for our “Ka
Waiola” water research project, please let us know.
United we stand to protect Maui’s natural beauty  and
heritage for future generations.

Have a joyous holiday season.

Thanks and warm aloha, Mark

“May the beauty we love be what we do, there are a thousand ways to kiss the ground.” — R U M I

Environmental Advisory Group
Maui Tomorrow is pleased to meet with Mayor James
“Kimo” Apana monthly to discuss Island direction,
short and long term planning. The discussions have
been far ranging and productive. Our Mayor is keenly
interested in many issues that attract Maui Tomorrow’s
attention. It has been an excellent opportunity for
cross-education and coordination on action plans.

A brief list of subjects include: management of our
water resources, preservation of undeveloped coastal
land, restructuring of the County Planning Depart-
ment to include a long range planning section, ex-
ploring shoring up the county’s infrastructure, roads,
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Environmental issues are discussed monthly with Mayor “Kimo”
Apana and MT Board Members. From left to right: Board
Member Lucienne de Naie, Guest Fred Spanjaard, Board Members
Nancy Shearman, Anthony Ranken, and Susan Bradford confer
with Mayor “Kimo” Apana
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parks, transit corridors, dealing with the traffic issues,
south Maui development issues, preservation and
access to public beach access, funding sources for the
county’s needs, shaping of the county General Plan,
interface with county Boards, upcountry water issues,
West Maui development and transportation issues,
acquisition of additional county water sources, energy
conservation and efficiency programs.

The Mayor has a big job and so do we. We welcome
our readers input, both ideas and financial support, to
carry on our important work. Checks, large and
small, are genuinely welcomed. We are all volunteers
and much of our financial support comes from folks
like you. Thank you for your continuing support. 
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Smart Growth Conference
Maui Tomorrow was a proud sponsor in October of
“Smart Growth for Our Communities, Envisioning
Maui County in 2020.” Put on by the Maui Pacific
Center, with a substantial financial boost by Maui
County, the conference welcomed 200 attendees from
most agencies of government, the major developers, the
unions, contractors and environmental groups. The
mayor attended the conference as did Planning De-
partment heads. Proponents from seven states attended.

The basic idea is that “smart growth” is the wave of
the present. Also called responsible growth, the thrust
of the concept is that sprawl and unmanaged growth
are out, and sustainable livable small communities are
in. Discussed were how to get from where we are as an
island to where we want to be. Here’s a sampling of
what the experts recommend for Maui County: make
big, beautiful plans so in 20 years Maui is better than
today; growth management to protect our quality of
life and economic prosperity; sprawl consumes too
much land and isolates activities; developers want to
know where developable land is and must pay for new
infrastructure; and make affordable housing only avail-
able to locals.

Maui County’s Alice Lee said that Maui’s population
growth between 1990 and 2000 was 37%. She added
that all large residential developments need affordable
housing, child care centers, and facilities for senior
citizens. Rob Parsons, of Maui Tomorrow, supported
Maui becoming more self sufficient and completion of
a Carrying Capacity Study. A GIS presentation by
Maui County planner Bill Medeiros, and Wil Orr
dramatically showed how much more of Maui would
be developed if present growth trends continue. Orr
added that community erosion results from incremen-
tal, single-discipline decisions. 

At the conclusion of the two day conference, some
of the principles chosen by participants to guide
Maui’s future growth were self sufficiency, preservation
of agriculture, cultural resources, and open space,
increased sustainability, and planning decisions based
upon Maui’s carrying capacity for roads, parks,
schools, and water supply. 

Smart Growth Advisory Committee
The Mayor’s Smart Growth Advisory Committee

has been meeting, and with Maui Tomorrow’s par-

ticipation, has evolved a “Vision” for our Island.

“Maui is a sustainable, connected network of

clean, safe, livable communities where our chil-

dren live, work and play with the assurance that

their children will have a better Maui in the future.”

Maui Tomorrow supports and applauds these

efforts being made to define and refine our vision

as to how we want to design our future, in ways

that serve all of the residents and visitors to Maui.

WATER ISSUES: From Legal
Challenges to Public Education
In April, Maui Tomorrow challenged a secretly negoti-
ated contract between the Maui Water Board and the
four corporations who partnered with the County in the
1975 Central Maui Joint Water Venture (CMJV) agree-
ment. The agreement would have given the corporate
partners (A&B,Seibu/Makena Resorts, C.Brewer & its
successors & Wailea Development Corp.) an additional
8.9 million gallons of water per day from the already
overburdened Iao Aquifer in central Maui. The MT suit,
alleging sunshine law violations, caused the Water Board
to withdraw the CMJV contract. MT is concluding
other negotiations with the County Water Board to
settle the lawsuit.

In May, Maui Tomorrow requested intervenor’s status
at the annual Board of Land and Natural Resources
hearing that has regularly issued water leases to EMI/
A&B for billions of gallons of stream water diverted
from state owned lands. By asking to intervene MT
supported the Native Hawaiian Legal Corporation’s
efforts to enforce state water law that seeks balanced
apportionment of water resources among competing
users. A hearings officer, Maui Attorney Paul Mancini,
was appointed to hear arguments in the contested case.
A hearing date was not set as of press time.

In mid October, Maui Tomorrow received a $30,000
grant from the Hawaii Community Foundation to help
fund its Ka Waiola Project. The year long Project will
employ expert consultants to meet two goals:

1. Provide citizens and decision makers of Maui County
with accurate data about fresh water resources and
uses on the island of Maui.

2. Insure protection of those resources through an effec-
tive partnership promoting responsible water plan-
ning and conservation strategies. One of the first
focus areas of Ka Waiola is to work with the state’s
data base of ground water pumping sites to fill in
gaps on actual water withdrawals.

On November 14, the State Commission on Water
Resource Management met on Maui to consider a peti-
tion filed by the Maui Meadows Homeowners Associa-
tion to have the Iao Aquifer designated a Water Manage-
ment Area under the state water code. The Commission
had rejected a similar petition submitted by its own staff
in 1996 when the aquifer was being pumped at record
levels of over 20 million gallons/day.

Ka Waiola Technical Consultant Terry Reim’s colorful,
easy to read charts and graphs illustrated to Commission
members the various water uses in Iao and other Central
Maui aquifers. Ka Waiola Project Manager Lucienne de
Naie demonstrated in her presentation the need for
more data on Central Maui water use to guide respon-
sible planning decisions.

Designation of Water Management Area would man-
date greater scrutiny of water resources in Iao. After
overwhelming public testimony in support, the Com-
mission voted to accept the citizen petition for further
study during a 90 day period.

South County Alert
Look Out, Kihei, Wailea!
You think traffic is bad
now, and water is scarce?
Watch for things to come.
Wailea 670 and Makena
Resort Corp. are coming
your way. For reasons
inexplicable to the average
citizen, the Planning
Commission has given its
approval for Wailea 670,
and the County Council
Land Use Committee gave
a thumbs up to Makena
Resorts during the past few
weeks. Between them, they
will need 4-5 million
gallons of water to service
their 2500 homes and
additional hotels. Makena
Resorts expects to get its 2+
million gallons per day
from, you guessed it, the Iao
Aquifer. And this is at the
same time as the State is
considering taking over the
Aquifer management due to
over pumping by the County.
Wailea 670 is proposing to
drill wells and pump water
from the Hana Aquifer,
after having its two previous
sites rejected in the Kula
area. Hello Hana! Heads up!

And then there’s traffic.
These 2500 units are in
addition to another 1700
other units already approved
for development in South
Kihei. What do you think
the Piilani Highway will
look like with an extra-
estimated 9000 vehicle
trips per day on it?

Keep an eye on the Council
agendas. When items come
up, show up and speak up.
Let your councilperson
know your views. Wailea
670 and Makena Resorts
are NOT a done deal.
Until the water and traffic
issues are resolved, there
should be NO deal.
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Maui Tomorrow: 2001 In Review
CONFERENCES AND FORUMS

Support funding for “Smart Growth for Our Commu-
nities, Envisioning Maui County in 2020” October
2001. MT Board members Mike Foley and Rob Par-
sons served as panelists.
PUBLIC EDUCATION

The Environmental Advisory Group, monthly meet-
ings with the mayor and staff, promote sustainable
solutions for resources, transportation planning, and
open space preservation.
LITIGATION

Potential litigation is on the horizon concerning the
need for better management of the Iao Aquifer. On
December 6, the County Board of Water Supply voted
6 to 1, with Commissioner Starr dissenting, to oppose
any efforts by the State to designate Iao as a water man-
agement area as allowed under the State Water Code.

MT representatives presented data illustrating the
large number of unknown groundwater withdrawals
that could be affecting the long term health of the
aquifer. Under current law, the State would have re-
sponsibility of regulating these withdrawals if the area
was specifically designated for management.

The State gave a third of the funding for the system
that carries Aquifer water to South Maui and proposed
repeatedly over the last 15 years to designate the area.
Each time, the County Board of Water Supply ada-
mantly promised that they could do the best job of
management. Independent analysis by the US Geologi-
cal Service confirmed that the Iao is currently being
pumped at unsubstantial levels causing a rise in salt
water intrusion in existing wells.

If the State Water Commission follows the County
Water Board lead and denies designations, citizens will
need to act through litigation to protect that this im-
portant resource is actually managed. 
• Central Maui Joint Venture Water Agreement - Peti-

tioned court to nullify agreement due on Sunshine
Law violations; stopped a daily 8.9 million gallon
water give away to large resort developers. Agreement
withdrawn as result of lawsuit. Settlement discussion
on Sunshine Law violations lawsuit currently under-
way with county.

• East Maui Water Leases - Maui Tomorrow requested
a contested case on the State’s intention to issue long
term/30 year water leases for East Maui in violation of
State Water code rules. Case pending first hearing.

FUND-RAISING/GRANTS

• Trust for Public Lands - $3915 for Hawaii Land
Conservation Grant program for six month strategic
planning effort to preserve Maui’s coastal lands; May
2000-resulted in formation of Maui Coastal Land
Trust; Incorporated, January 2001

• Hawaii Community Foundation - $30,000 grant to
fund “Ka Waiola” water research and education
project, September 2001.

• Patagonia - $3000 requested for educational materials
supporting campaign to restore stream flows in East
Maui; November 2001, pending final approval. 

Makena Update
Maui Tomorrow Board
Member Anthony Ranken
serves on the Department of
Land and Natural Resources
Makena (Pu’u Ola’i) State
Park Task Force which is
creating a master plan. The
park includes Big Beach
(Oneloa), Little Beach, and
the surrounding lands. MT’s
vision is to preserve the
wilderness character of the
Pu’u Ola’i area, while
fostering the traditional
recreational uses of the area
including overnight camp-
ing. The Task Force has met
four times including two site
inspections. Final recom-
mondations will go to the
Board of Land and Natural
Resources for adoption.

The latest development is
that the plan for bathrooms
with self-composting toilets,
which has received a permit
from the Maui Planning
Commission, has been aban-
doned. We opposed these
bathrooms at the Planning
Commission hearing. We
were concerned that the
necessary two-story height of
self-composting toilets would
be too noticeable from the
beach. This change helps
preserve the status quo while
we work on a comprehensive,
integrated plan for the park.
MT members with input
for the Task Force are wel-
comed to phone Anthony at
244-7011 who will make
sure your views get heard.

Spreck’s Sprawl-division rejected
Maui Tomorrow members and North Shore residents
celebrate the culmination of a three year sprawlbusting
effort to protect the rural character of Maui’s North
Shore coastal and ag lands. In a long awaited move, the
Maui County Council Planning Committee voted 7 to
1 on September 26th to keep 212 acres of cane fields
across from Baldwin Beach in agricultural designation.
The prime ag land was proposed for a golf course and
400 home subdivision by landowner Alexander &
Baldwin, which owns 69,000 acres on Maui.

In 1999, land owner A&B Properties had asked the
Council Committee to change the ag designation to
allow the largest subdivision ever proposed for the North
Shore, (“Spreckelsville Mauka”, 400-420 housing units
plus golf course) to become part of the Wailuku-Kahului
Community Plan update. A&B had also sought approval
for 24 to 30 luxury houses on the wooded dunes fronting
Baldwin Beach. Only by submitting these plans through
the once-a-decade update could A&B avoid the review
process of an Environmental Impact Statement, nor-
mally required when amending a community plan.

Both proposed developments were unpopular with
local residents. Hundreds filled public meetings, while
thousands signed petitions to “Save Baldwin Beach!”
Signwavers lined the Hana Highway during rush hour
traffic backup to protest the plan. Cars and trucks
sported “No Sprecks Sprawl” bumper stickers. Sierra
Club and Maui Tomorrow activists presented County
Council members with a comprehensive list of reasons
why the proposed projects represented poor planning
including concerns of increased traffic, inadequate
water resources, overburdened schools, lack of afford-
able housing, and misuse of the planning process.

The 1998-99 County Council rejected the makai
beachfront homes 9-0, but narrowly voted 5-4 to ap-
prove Sprecks Mauka, with four conditions to which
Corporation Counsel, the Council’s legal advisors,
advised against. A citizen lawsuit challenged a decision
not to allow testimony at one of several meetings, and
the 5-4 approval was invalidated.

In fall of 1999, the Spreckelsville proposal became a
significant election issue. Two incumbents who had
supported A&B’s plan were ousted. The decision to
approve or reject A&B’s proposals now fell upon the
newly elected 2000-02 Council.

In September, A&B presented an updated “smart
growth” makeover for the project, renamed Spreckelsville
Plantation Village. Community members urged Coun-
cil members to look beyond the slick artistic renderings
featuring senior and affordable housing, bike paths,
community gardens, a commercial area and town center.

The recent “smart growth” conference sent a clear
message: local citizens want responsible planning, not
cosmetic touches. Residents are still reeling from un-
bridled development. Frustrated by the loss of Maui’s
quality of life, the burden on local resources continues.

Congratulations to the scores of individuals whose
vigilant efforts compelled the Council to preserve the
special quality of life on Maui’s North Shore! 
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