
Maui Tomorrow’s 2020 Vision
Imagine Maui in 20 years. Will it be a slightly less
crowded version of Honolulu with water shortages,
rising crime, polluted coastlines, choked roads, and
development sprawling in every direction? Or can
another vision be imagined? A vision with clear
objectives and practical solutions for a sustainable
economy? Maui Tomorrow volunteers have met
with community leaders to create a vision for our
uniquely beautiful island.

The next step is to present this vision to you, our
supporters, then to the general public and policy
makers. Hopefully, this will be an ongoing process
involving the wisdom and insight of thousands of
Maui residents.
OUR GOALS:

• Create a vision with widespread community support
• Insure that the vision’s objectives form the basis of

every major planning decision for 20 years
• Hold our leaders accountable to implement this vision

SUGGESTIONS FOR MAUI’S 2020 VISION INCLUDE:

• Green fields carpet the central plains and uplands.
Crops produce homegrown fuels and energy plus
useful and medicinal plants for a local and global
market. Maui produces 30% of its own food and
20% renewable energy by 2020.

• Sensible growth management is based on real costs
and benefits of proposed developments. Urban
growth boundaries are set by 2005. New develop-
ment follows a village theme: pedestrian friendly,
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PRESIDENT’S LETTER

Thanks to your support, Maui Tomorrow has the opportunity to be a strong and effective voice for responsible
planning on Maui. Our Board members meet monthly with the Mayor to look for solutions to our island’s
“growing pains.” Though cordial and productive, we still ask the hard questions and track the outcomes.

MT Board members research testimony and show up for hearings. We educate officials through site visits.
Our website makes timely information available on critical issues. Our e-mail alert system updates thousands
on important decisions, events and meetings. When reasonable dialogue is ignored, legal intervention is used.

All this is very effective. Help us take the next step by envisioning Maui’s future. Spread the word and get folks
discussing new possibilities. We must work to support the policies, programs, and public officials who can
make this vision a reality. It takes time and money.

MT’s Board of Directors have begun the process of shaping a practical vision (see article Maui Tomorrow’s
2020 Vision). We need your input and your financial support, please. Remember that your donations can be
made by credit card and are tax deductible to the extent permitted by law.

Malama pono, Ron Sturtz
Maui Tomorrow Online
www.maui-tomorrow.org

Our website features

updates on our activities,

an interactive discussion

forum, with news articles

archived regularly, links

to other useful resources,

and more. We also main-

tain an e-mail list to which

we send periodic updates,

relevant news articles,

hearing notices, and other

related information. If you

would like to be on the

list, please send a note to:

aina@maui-tomorrow.org

If you would like to receive
the Maui Tomorrow news-
letter via e-mail instead
of U.S. Mail, please send
an e-mail message to:
aina@maui-tomorrow.org
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with a mixture of shops, public and recreational
facilities and open space-linked by clean, efficient
alternative transportation choices. Alternative trans-
portation corridors are identified by 2005 and se-
cured by 2010.

• Large areas of open space along the island’s coastal
corridors are preserved and enjoyed by families, bike
riders, campers and pedestrians: from Spreckelsville
to Hana; from Keone‘o‘io (La Perouse Bay) to
Kealia; from Honolua to Waihe’e. Cultural sites are
preserved and respected. Coastal building setbacks
are increased to 500 ft., and enforcement of grading
laws help prevent degraded reefs and water quality.

• Diversified economic opportunities are developed
through expanded higher educational institutions,
marine and biological research, small high tech firms,
value added ag products, alternative medicine training
institutes, small town revitalization, renewable energy
projects and retrofits, sports, artistic and literary events.

• Maui’s streams flow, and support traditional agricul-
ture and rural life. Water resources are well managed,
and fairly distributed to farmers, residents, and busi-
nesses. Efficient local water systems take precedent
over costly transport systems. By 2005, clear plans
and timetables are developed and underway for wa-
ter conservation building codes, use of reclaimed
water, additional reservoir capacity, watershed and
stream flow restoration projects. Water is regarded as
a public trust, not a mere commodity.

ACTION: Get involved by hosting a MT 2020 party to
involve your friends and families in this exciting process.
E-mail: vision@maui-tomorrow.org or Call: 877-AINA.

ELIMINATE
GREEDLOCK!
ELIMINATE
GREEDLOCK!



SUPPORT OPEN SPACE
FUNDING IN NOVEMBER
The Maui County Charter
Commission convenes
every 10 years to review
the operations of county
government and make
proposed amendments to
the Charter. Voters will
approve or reject 19
proposed Charter Amend-
ments on November 6,
2002. A  blank vote
counts as NO!  Check out
Maui Tomorrow’s website
for an overview of the
amendments and vote.
maui-tomorrow.org

Especially important is
Charter Amendment #12:
To create the Open Space,
Natural Resources,
Cultural Resource and
Scenic Views Preservation
Fund. This fund would
receive 1% of the County’s
property taxes to purchase
and conserve open space,
parks, recreational areas,
view corridors, natural
resources including
beaches, coastal areas, and
cultural and historical
sites. This money, approxi-
mately $1 million in 2002,
would accumulate on an
annual basis and not
return to the general fund.

A recent poll of County
voters, by the Trust for
Public Lands, showed that
two-thirds of Maui’s citi–
zens are concerned about
the loss of open space and
support creation of an
Open Space Fund. All
communities which success-
fully preserve open space
and quality of life have a
similar fund. Last year
alone, 136 communities
nationwide passed measures
to preserve their aina.

THIS IS MAUI’S CHANCE!
Call: The Maui Coastal
Land Trust for information,
(808)244-LAND (5263).

EAST MAUI STREAMS:
LEGAL UPDATE
In May 2001, Maui Tomorrow and the Native
Hawaiian Legal Corporation (NHLC) requested a
contested case at the State Board of Land & Natu-
ral Resources. At issue are State leases
awarded to A&B and its subsidiaries to
divert East Maui stream water origi-
nating on State land. A&B currently
diverts from East Maui streams an
average of 60 billion gallons of water a
year. Existing leases set no cap on stream
or underground water withdrawals.
Current lease fees of $160,000 per year
are a real bargain! The hearings officer
is evaluating MT’s petition and will
decide in June if MT has “standing,” a
compelling interest in the case.

Three other parties are also seeking
standing to intervene in the case: Maui
Land & Pine, Maui Farm Bureau, and
the County of Maui.  If granted stand-
ing, they are expected to argue in favor of the status
quo: Award A&B inexpensive leases to divert un-
limited amounts of East Maui water. If MT is
granted standing, Attorney Isaac Hall will submit a
detailed brief, a description of legal issues that the
court should address, for the hearings officer to
consider. A decision in the matter is expected later
this year. If the decision is favorable to NHLC and
MT, the other parties may appeal to State Court.

ACTION: Your tax deductible donations for this landmark

legal challenge are appreciated. A donation envelope is

provided. Include “East Maui Streams” on your donation.

____________________________________________________________________

Who Will Manage ‘Iao Aquifer?
The State Commission on Water Resource Manage-
ment continues to research background information
on ‘Iao Aquifer management. The Commission is
expected to vote in late summer on a Maui citizen’s
group’s petition to designate the aquifer a Water
Management Area.

Designation offers a higher level of management
for water withdrawals in ‘Iao aquifer. Designation,
supported by MT and other citizen groups, provides
the most comprehensive and enforceable structure
for water management under state law. Designation
has been generally opposed by large landowners
who are currently unwilling to report their sizable
water withdrawals to state or county agencies.

ACTION:  MT has produced an informative 15 min. video

“Let the Waters Flow” on the history of the ‘Iao aquifer

and important management decisions ahead. Watch for it

on AKAKU, or set up a showing for your church, school,

service club or community group. Call 877-AINA.
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South Maui Growth
Residents and visitors traversing the 5.8 mile stretch
of Pi`ilani Highway from Mokulele to Kilohana
encounter no less than 5 major projects under
construction. These are among the 1800 housing

units already approved for Kihei urban
infill. MT efforts to raise awareness to
rezoning efforts by Makena Resort and
Wailea 670 have cited these increasing
strains to our island's sagging infra-
structure. Makena and Wailea 670 are
contributors to the funding for Pi`ilani
Highway Interim Improvement design
studies to the tune of $600,000.
Though conflict of interest was raised,
it was asserted that this funding would
not guarantee project approval. Accord-
ing to reliable sources, the Makena
rezoning is likely to reappear this sum-
mer, while Wailea 670, sensing that
they are second in the waiting line, is
unlikely to appear on Council agendas

until 2003. The “Molina decision” by the Board of
Ethics, regarding Council member Michael
Molina’s ability to vote on Makena rezoning due to
a family property holding in the immediate area, is
likely to be reheard in June or July. 
____________________________________________________________________

Maui Tomorrow Monitors South
Maui Nearshore Water Quality
MT members have met with State and Federal offi-
cials concerning construction site runoff into the
ocean at South Maui sites. No charges have cur-
rently been filed, though photographic documenta-
tion of Maui’s 2002 wet winter has caused a stir
with enforcing agencies.

Under scrutiny are the Betsill project in North
Kihei and the One Palau‘ea project just South of
the Fairmont Kea Lani resort. Ocean runoff has
also been documented muddying the waters at
Makena Landing.

MT’s Executive Committee also asked Mayor
Apana to form an advisory group to seek solutions
in eliminating raw sewage discharge from ships
using South Maui’s nearshore waters. MT and The
Maui News have received numerous citizens’ com-
plaints based on actual observation of untreated
sewage along South Maui shores. Lack of pump-out
facilities at Maui harbors is a likely cause of this
ship-generated pollution. Both the Mayor and hotel
industry representatives expressed a willingness to
address the problem. 
____________________________________________________________________

“The clearest way into the Universe is through
a forest wilderness”.   J O H N  M U I R

Water Is Life!
For further

information on Maui
water issues and to

register your opinions
check out our website at

wazzupmaui.org .

No web access?
Ka Waiola newsletter
can be mailed to you,

call 877-AINA.
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Ha'iku Wells = South Maui Growth?
Many County Council and Water Board members
and Department of Water Supply staff consider
East Maui the next water source for massive devel-
opments proposed in South and Central Maui. Is
this a practical and cost effective plan?

East Maui residents legally challenged the
County’s East Maui Water Development Plan
(EMWDP) in 1992. They contended that the
County needed to assess the following impacts of
the $48 million plan.
• Carcinogenic DBCP contamination of several wells

• Potential effects of 8 wells on Ha'iku stream flows
and water use

• Legality of taking Ha'iku groundwater for use in
another district.

The Courts agreed with the East Maui challengers,
and the County has for the past 8 years reviewed
additional environmental impacts. Thanks to the
citizen lawsuit, the County drilled its first monitor
well in Ha'iku in 2001.

HOW MUCH WATER DOES HAIKU HAVE?

One reputable study by USGS, done in the past 10
years, concluded that more data is needed to know
how much water is reliably available in the Ha'iku
watershed. State consultants in 1980’s set an esti-
mated figure of 31 mgd of groundwater. A 1990
report by State Water Resources Protection Plan
halved that number to 15 mgd, and emphasized
that East Maui Irrigation ditch withdrawals made
even that figure unreliable. The 1990 report also
stated that available water estimates were not
accurate enough to be used to set actual planned
withdrawal rates.

Nevertheless, the County is hoping Ha'iku aquifer
has 15 mgd clearing the way to withdraw 80% (up to
12 mgd) without depleting the aquifer. The County
Water Board is proposing to spend millions on the
Ha'iku well system, and millions more to build

a 16 mile 36" diameter pipeline to Central Maui.
AND millions more in annual electric costs to
pump the water for a yield of, hopefully, 8 to 10 mgd.
In contrast, the Central Maui system of 9 ‘Iao wells
yielded 13 mgd in its early phase, 17-20 mgd today.

WHO ELSE IS USING HA'IKU WATER?

If 12 mgd of water was available in Ha'iku, how
much would be available for the County plan?

Here’s a quick look at usage:______________________________________________________________________
County and private wells
(7 proposed/15 existing) ................................ 1.4 mgd______________________________________________________________________
Additional proposed private
subdivision wells (2) ............................... 1.0 mgd______________________________________________________________________
Proposed increase in
Dowling well (from .6 mgd) ...................... 1.4 mgd______________________________________________________________________
HC&S tunnel
(listed capacity - actual use, unconfirmed) ..... 4.8 mgd______________________________________________________________________

In short, if the County didn’t build any additional
wells, withdrawals of 4 mgd or more are very likely
to occur in the Ha'iku aquifer within several years.
Should county planners conclude that Ha'iku wells
are the solution for the next 20 years of South/
Central Maui growth? You do the math. 

SIERRA CLUB GRANT
SUPPORTS BEACH
PARK CAMPAIGN ON
NORTH SHORE
For 2 years Maui decision
makers heard a clear and
consistant message from
North Shore residents: No
Sprecks sprawl!  A&B’s
proposal to develop the
green hills mauka of
Baldwin Beach into 400
golf course estates and the
sand dunes sheltering
Baldwin’s long white
strand into 25 oceanfront
lots have been put on hold.
But a big question
remains: What happens
next to one of Maui’s most
popular natural coastlines?

The answer: North Shore
Heritage Park.

Thanks to a grant from the
national Sierra Club,
Hawaii Sierra Club activists
will be able to hire a local
conservation organizer to
coordinate public support
for the preservation of this
treasured shoreline.  The
proposed park would
preserve all undeveloped
shoreline areas from Baby
Beach to the Pa'ia Youth
& Cultural Center as
natural, open coastal dunes.

It is also proposed to include
a generous buffer zone of
lands mauka of Hana Hwy.
for future interpretive
features on both Maui’s
plantation era and ancient
Hawaiian history. Com-
munity events and forums
are expected in the months
ahead on the plan.

MT volunteers are
committed to play a key
role in this exciting
opportunity to support
community based planning
for an important North
Shore resource. More details
soon on MT website. 

Maui Mayor James
“Kimo” Apana stops
during the East Maui
Taro Fest to fill out a
MT citizen survey
about future water
planning on Maui.
MT wants to know
what you think about
water planning, too.
Fill out the survey on
our website at:
www.wazzupmaui.org

Kahului Big Box Sprawl
Citizens voiced discontent at County Council on May 30th, when
the final reading of the Wailuku-Kahului Community Plan revision
was reviewed. A dozen testifiers expressed concern at the late re-
insertion of an A&B Properties proposal to re-designate 177 acres
on the Kahului outskirts from prime ag lands to light-industrial.
Despite valiant efforts by Wayne Nishiki and Jo Anne Johnson,
responding to more than 80 e-mail requests, the Council voted 6-2
for re-designation. Testifiers spoke of a golden opportunity to create
a scenic corridor for the DOT-proposed airport reliever road,
rather than the cluttered commercial gauntlet of big-box stores and
fast food outlets at Dairy Road. A Maui News editorial called the
Council’s decision “myopic,” and “ignoring Maui’s future needs in
favor of immediate economic development.” 

“Human development across more

and more areas of the planet is not

sustainable. Unless we alter our

course, we will be left with very little.

Where we have political commitment,

we can solve these problems.”

K L A U S  T O E P F E R

U.N. Environment Program Executive
Director in advance of the August United
Nations World Summit on Sustainable

Development in South Africa




